THE WOOFINGTON POST
Weatherford Parker County Animal Shelter Newsletter

WELCOME
by Ashley Woolnough
The Weatherford Parker County Animal Shelter
would like to welcome you to read our monthly
newsletter, the Woofington Post.
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We hope you find this newsletter fun,
informative and enjoyable. In this newsletter
you will find: Happy Tails, Upcoming Events,
Staff and Volunteer Spotlights, Norman's Nook,
How YOU Can Help, Statistics for the Shelter,
Opportunities to Volunteer, Operational Update,
Pets of the Month, Recognition for Supporting
the Shelter and more!
We hope you enjoy reading this as much as we
have enjoyed putting it together!

Upcoming Events
Clear the Shelters - Aug. 24th - 29th
Special Days
August 22nd - Take Your Cat to the Vet Day
August 26th - International Dog Day
Saturdays and Sundays in August - Parker County
Brewing Co. Dog Days of Summer
September 16th - Bingo Night at Parker Co. Brewing Co.

If you would like WPCAS to attend your event,
Remember: Give a Second Chance and Adopt,

please email animals@weatherfordtx.gov to

Don't Shop!

discuss opportunities and availability.
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NORMAN'S NOOK
by Emily Laszczak
Dear Norman,
I recently adopted a cat and she keeps
scratching up my furniture. What are the
pros and cons of declawing?
Sincerely,
Cat Scratch

Dear Cat Scratch,
Thank you for adopting a new fur baby! I'm sorry to hear about the scratching situation.
I'm going to be honest with you, there are pretty much only cons to declawing a cat. Scratching is a normal behavior for
cats, they do so to get rid of the dead husks from their claws, and to stretch out their muscles.
Many people believe that declawing a cat is the same as trimming their nails. However, the procedure actually involves
removing the last bone of each toe. Medically, there are many things that can go wrong after declawing your cat. It can
lead to infection, chronic paw pain, nerve damage, and even back pain. The nails can actually sometimes grow back if
they were removed improperly, as well. Declawing can lead to your cat becoming more aggressive and biting more, and
the possibility of them not using their litter box anymore.
To help keep a cat from scratching furniture, I suggest keeping their nails trimmed, and provide a scratching post.
There are also plastic caps that you can put on your cat's claws, your veterinarian will have more information on that.
Good luck!
Love, Norman
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GIVING SECOND
CHANCES CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
by Ashley Woolnough
We are so excited to see our new Medical
Surgical Building taking shape! I hope you all are
as excited as we are. We are antsy with
excitement! The updated expected completion
Here are some updates:

date is August/September 2020!

Drywall on the interior, texture and interior painting is complete. Most all windows have been installed as well. Concrete floors
are being prepped for the epoxy covering as well, all surfaces are being leveled and filled in. Plumbing has been completed and
we are currently waiting on final installation- sinks, toilets, etc. Exterior insulation panels are being installed this week. This is
what the masonry crew needs to have before they start putting stone and nichia panels on the outside of the building. As soon as
the electrical disconnects can be installed on the mason’s work, the building will have power, AC/Heat, etc. Dirt work has also
been done around the building so that drainage is correct for rainfall. Landscaping is being planned internally with Parks
Department helping to design and facilitate install soon. The wheelchair ramp and stair railing has started to be installed. Railing
along the stone wall of the road through the shelter has also started. The Shelter has compiled list of equipment needed to be
purchased for the new building. Virtual Housewarming Donation drive will begin soon in expectations of completing the building
for the 2020/2021 school year.

Giv
ea

Floor Plan and Digital sketch of what the building will look like.
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HOW YOU CAN
HELP
by Ashley Woolnough
Volunteers Are What Makes Us Great! The mission
of the Weatherford Parker Animal Shelter
(WPCAS) is to improve the bonds between humans
and their animals through effective outreach and
exceptional customer service to our community.
We encourage the active involvement of
volunteers at all levels of our agency.

Volunteers work in partnership with staff to improve the bonds between humans and animals, increase the number of animals
with loving homes, keep the community safe, and offer a municipal service of excellence to our community.
The WPCAS Volunteer Program Volunteers are involved to help promote animal awareness within the community and to
educate the public about responsible pet care, ownership and safety for and around animals. Volunteers also make it possible
to provide opportunities for residents to interact with animals at WPCAS and help guide families through the adoption process.
Because volunteers interact with animals in our care on a regular basis, they can offer meaningful insight into the personality
and behavior of the animal, which helps the public make informed choices. Ultimately, volunteers help us find
compatible homes for as many animals as possible. Volunteer Positions are now open! We are currently recruiting for the
following two positions:
1. Animal Care Team and 2. Customer Care Team
Anyone age 16 and older is welcome to apply! For as little as four hours a month, you can make a BIG difference in the life of an
animal in need. Take this opportunity to invest in a cause you believe in!

GET

STARTED

IN

FOUR

EASY

STEPS!

Step 1: Complete your online
application.
Step 2: Watch the 4 online training
modules.
Step 3: Sign up and attend an InPerson Orientation
Step 4: Submit your background check
After that, we will help you get plugged
in right away!
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A CLEAR THE SHELTER EXPERIENCE
by Greg Bade - Volunteer
I make no secret of the fact that I believe in the adoption of pets of any sort, but especially of dogs and cats.
There are so many that uncaring people just dump at the side of the road and leave to fend for themselves. Often times these
animals are infants that cannot possibly survive without help. Other times animals are surrendered to shelters for what might
be considered legitimate reasons, but regardless, they need our help to survive and be happy.
With these thoughts in mind, I am pleased to be able to offer the following information about an annual event called "Clear The
Shelter". I make no secret of the fact that I believe in the adoption of pets, especially of dogs and cats. There are so many that
uncaring people just dump at the side of the road and leave to fend for themselves. Often times these animals are infants that
cannot possibly survive without help. Other times animals are surrendered to shelters for what might be considered legitimate
reasons, but regardless, they need our help to survive and be happy. I volunteer at the Weatherford Parker Co. Animal Shelter
as part of the Animal Care Team. It’s a fancy name for animal walker. What I do is either sit with or walk dogs and pet
and cuddle cats. Almost anything to get the animals to trust humans, be happy and prepare them emotionally for adoption is
permitted. I participated in an event called Clear The Shelters. It is a nationwide adoption initiative, and more than sixty North
Texas area shelters participated. At the end of the day, the WPCAS adopted out ninety or so animals (dogs and cats). On this
particular day, adoption fees are waived. Because of this, I had some concerns about the animals and what type of environment
they might be going to. Anytime there is a “something for nothing” program, it has the propensity for attracting people who
just want a freebee. I am happy to say that my concerns were unfounded. I worked for better than six hours at the forms table
where people were required to submit some basic information about themselves and their ability to take care of an animal.
Apartment dwellers were asked if their landlords permitted pets, and a contact number was required. Perspective adopters had
to be eighteen years of age and provide a current photo ID. I am also happy to state that the people I met seemed genuinely
interested in having a pet in their home, whether it was a cat, two cats or a dog. Some of them had adopted before, and their
experience had been so positive that they wanted to do it again. It seems that people adopt animals for any number of reasons.
Some of them just want a companion, another beating heart in their home. Some of them want an exercise partner, and some
of them just want to help-out by caring for an animal in need. Whatever their reasons, they came in numbers, and they ranged
from eighteen years of age to near eighty. There were boys and men who adopted cats and ladies who adopted dogs. No rhyme
or reason or stereotypes to be identified. The one story that struck me the most was an elderly woman in a wheel chair. I don’t
know if she was able to walk or not, but she did manage to get out of the chair and into a stationary chair for a photo, and she
was there with her daughter looking for a dog companion. It turns out that the woman’s dog of many years had recently died,
and she missed having a dog in the house. It is amazing to me how animals sense what they need to do. The dog that picked
this woman seemed perfectly suited for her.
In reflection, I do think that successful adoptions fall into two categories. The first are those who fully know what they are
getting into, have found an animal that exactly suits them, and are prepared to do what is necessary to make it work. They are
familiar with their adoptive breed and its related habits. These folks have likely been pet owners before or perhaps have even
adopted before. The second group are those who, like their first group counterparts, have found an animal that suits them, but
they may not be fully prepared for what is to come. There are animal behaviors that may not be immediately evident during a
brief visit to the shelter on adoption day. Maybe the dog is a digger or a howler or a shoe chewer. Maybe the dog has a habit of
wandering off or likes to chase cats. Any of these habits might cause some anxious moments for a new owner and a new
adoptee. Vats too can have some disturbing behaviors such as scratching furniture or climbing where they are not supposed to
climb. Adoption is a process, and it takes time. This second group will persevere, but there will be some times that will
probably test their patience. These observations are my personal opinion, obviously, and certainly do not reflect any official or
un-official opinions or beliefs of the animal shelter. What I saw leaving the shelter on that adoption day were little girls and
boys with a companion that will see them through their teenage years and beyond. I saw smiles, and hope and love. I saw
WPCAS • August 2020
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HAPPY TAILS
by Emily Laszczak
Sirius, a Rottweiler mix, came into the shelter in June.
Thankfully, this shy boy was only at the shelter 6 days
before his new dad scooped him up. His dad says that
he is, "“is an absolute ham. He loves
people, and will shamelessly walk up to anyone and
just sits and wait for his fans to pet him. He truly is a
gift. The sweetest dog I’ve ever met, and also one of
the laziest. I’ll admit that it has been a challenge for
me to find any kind of enrichment for him to really
enjoy, because the only things he cares about are
head scratches and food. He receives boatloads of
love from my friends and family, and this pup gives it
back as much as he receives. Truly my best friend.”

Happy Tailz
my friend!
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OPERATIONS
UPDATE
by Ashley Woolnough
During the month of July, we accomplished a Live
Release Rate of 94% and were able to help a total of
523 animals (4,593 animals total for the year) and
averaged a length of stay of 10.2 average days an animal is
in the shelter. Our medical team provided a total of 338
spays and neuters for animals in our care, aiding in
reducing the numbers of unwanted litters in our
community.

The shelter is currently undergoing strategic planning to develop our 2020 goals for the year and beyond,
however, our continued dedication to excellence for our community, citizens, pets and cities will continue
to be held with our utmost regard.
Below are status updates on shelter operations:
The shelter is still practicing measures to keep our staff, volunteers and our communities safe from
COVID-19. The shelter is taking the following measures for the foreseeable future:
o

The shelter has re-opened to the public, however, due to low staffing at this time, we have

changed our hours to:
Tuesday through Saturday 11:00 am to 4:00 pm, we are currently no longer open until 6:00 pm on
Wednesdays and Fridays
TNR surgeries on Wednesdays and Fridays only, drop off between 8:30 and 9:00 am
o

We are still limiting the number of visitors in our kennels and building at one time, and are

currently providing most services via curbside
o

We have resumed normal Animal Control and Shelter Services

o

We have opened our volunteer program back up and volunteers are welcome to help during

scheduled time frames
o

In following national recommendations in regards to precautions related to COVID-19, all feral

cats brought in by the public in city limits will be sterilized and returned as a TNR cat. We will not
accept feral cats unless the citizen agrees to TNR the cat. Our Barn Cat program will continue, we
expect feral cats to enter this part of the shelter due to special situations.
We have currently pulled an animal control officer to assist with customers in the front office due to an
open position we have not been able to fill.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Meet Jane Becker-Smith!!
"At the shelter, nothing else happening in the world
matters, making the shelter my happy place."
Jane has been a very dedicated volunteer for going on two
years. She spends hours a day walking the dogs, playing with them, taking
pictures, taking videos and helping visitors. Outside of the shelter, she
loves spending time with her husband and dogs. Jane is such an important
part of team, and we are so thankful for her. She always jumps to help, and
always welcomes you with that gorgeous smile.

EMPLOYEE
SPOTLIGHT
Meet Joe!
Let's meet Joe Davis! Joe has been an Animal Control
Officer for the City of Weatherford for 11 years now,
and has worked with the city for an additional 4
years. He was in the Marine Corps for 4 years, and at
the Sheriff's Department for 7.5 years as a reserve
officer. Joe is really committed to serving his
community that he so dearly loves. We are so lucky
to have had him on our team for so long, and very
thankful for all of the hard hours that he has put in.
Thank you for always bustin' butts to save the mutts,
Joe!
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CAT OF THE MONTH
Meet Papa!
This handsome boy came to the shelter
on July 23rd because his owner had
passed away. He is so sweet, and would
love if you came to meet him this week!

DOG OF THE MONTH
Meet Poncho!
He is a 6 year old American Staffy mix
that has been at the shelter since July
21st. Reports say that he is calm in his
kennel, but loves to play with toys in the
yard. Come meet Poncho!!

Weatherford Parker County Animal Shelter's adoption fees are $100 for female dogs, $90 for male dogs, and
$50 for cats. Animals 5 years and older, or labeled as special needs/urgent animals are only $25 to adopt! Each
adoption includes spay/neuter, core vaccinations, rabies, and a microchip. Please don't be sad if you find they
have been adopted, there are many more animals here looking for their furever home and would love to be a
part of your family!

RECOGNITION FOR SUPPORT
We would like everyone to meet an outstanding young lady, Addison Ralph. Addison has been saving all of the
money she gets and even asked for money instead of presents for her 11th birthday. She then turned around
and donated all of it to WPCAS to help out our homeless animals. Addison raised over $500!!! Please everyone
give Addison a huge thank you!!

WPCAS • August 2020

Page 11

