THE WOOFINGTON POST
Weatherford Parker County Animal Shelter Newsletter

WELCOME
by Ashley Woolnough
The Weatherford Parker County Animal Shelter
would like to welcome you to read our monthly
newsletter, the Woofington Post.
We hope you find this newsletter fun,
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informative and enjoyable. In this newsletter
you will find: Happy Tails, Upcoming Events,
Staff and Volunteer Spotlights, Norman's Nook,
How YOU Can Help, Statistics for the Shelter,
Opportunities to Volunteer, Operational Update,
Pets of the Month, Recognition for Supporting
the Shelter and more!

We are glad you're
here, reading
all about WPCAS!

We hope you enjoy reading this as much as we
have enjoyed putting it together!
Remember: Give a Second Chance and Adopt,
Don't Shop!
WPCAS • Nov. 2020
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UPCOMING EVENTS
November is Adopt a
Senior Pet Month!
Help us celebrate by adopting a
senior dog or cat (over 5 years old)
for only $10 during the month of
November 2020! Spay/Neuter, basic
vaccines, microchip, flea/tick
prevention, and dewormer is
included!

If you would like WPCAS to attend your event, please email
animals@weatherfordtx.gov to discuss opportunities and availability.

We are excited for
THANKSGIVING!
Help us make this year's
Thanksgiving extra special by
donating lots of fun enrichment toys
for our pets to play with while the
shelter is closed 11/26 and 11/27.
WPCAS • Nov. 2020
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EVENT CALENDAR
November 2020
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Adopt a Senior Pet
Month
$10 pet adoptions for
pets over 5 years old
through the end of
November!
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December 2020
Looking to spread some
comfort and joy this
Holiday season? The
shelter is always
accepting blankets for
our shelter pets!
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Free Microchip Clinic for
Parker Co. Residents with the
donation of pet food!
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Norman's Nook
by Ashley Woolnough
Dear Norman,
Our kitty is scratching up our
furniture and we are looking into
options for protecting our
furniture. Can you help?
Sincerely,
Kitty Has Claws
Dear Kitty Has Claws,
Many of my friends here are kitties, all who practice the natural behavior of scratching things... it's
one of their all time favorite things to do because it, many times, helps them feel better. Cats scratch
things for a number of reasons, such as marking their territory (they have scent glands on their paws),
stretching their bodies and feet, and for maintenance of their claws.
Instead of discouraging your kitty from scratching, encourage your kitty to use acceptable scratching
objects like a scratching post. Being able to scratch and stretch are imperative to maintaining their
health and well being, therefore, you shouldn't consider declawing your kitty because it can lead to
severe issues later in life such as chronic pain, joint issues, back issues and behavioral issues. Instead,
find ways to let your cat act naturally with scratch acceptable toys and posts.
Love, Norman
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HAVE A PET SAFE
HOLIDAY!
by Dr. Kent Glenn, DVM
The holidays can be stressful and even dangerous times for pets. Please take some time to observe the extra precautions to
keep your pets safe.
The Thanksgiving and Christmas turkey and dressing our families love can turn your holiday into a nightmare for your pets.
Bones that the animals so enjoy eating can lead to obstruction, or worse, penetration of gut wall. Turkey bones tend to
splinter and penetrate the walls of the stomach and intestine. Strings, ornaments and tinsel can turn from a fun toy into a
digestive foreign body. All these conditions can lead to an emergency surgery visit for the holidays.
Candy and food, as well as, toys and other objects can also present choking dangers. Even a tennis ball can become a deadly
choke item in a dog the size of a Lab! And it is very common to see broken pieces of bone and wood wedged between the
teeth. So, watch pets for signs of clawing at the mouth or difficulty breathing when playing with smaller toys.
The onions and other savory additions made to “Grandma’s” dressing recipe can cause severe digestive upset! The overindulgence of these rich foods frequently causes that emergency veterinary visit with a very life-threatening case of
pancreatitis. So exercise due caution about allowing pets to share in the holiday feast. Left overs can also be a source of food
poisoning if not properly refrigerated.
Even the milk products in many holiday foods can cause serious diarrhea. And the changes in diet with extra sugars and fats
can cause adverse metabolic changes for your pet.
Some of the foods we eat can be very toxic to pets. Remember that the darker the chocolate the more dangerous it can be for
your pets. And raisins, grapes and those coffee bean candies can be very toxic. One artificial sweetener, xylitol, used in sugar
free gum is very toxic to pets.
And our holidays are so full of beautiful Poinsettias and other plants, but many plants can cause serious irritations in the
mouths and stomach if eaten. Cats seem fascinated with new plants and some from the lily family are very toxic.
Uncle Jake’s blood pressure medicine, Cousin Madge’s anxiety meds and other medications can also lead to another common
holiday veterinary emergency visit! Always remember human medications may not be safe for pets, especially in human sized
doses or whole bottles that are fun to chew.
When deciding to travel with your pet, remember that the changes are stressful. Maintain routines as well as possible,
including a normal diet, opportunities for elimination, fresh water, quiet space like a crate and protection from an adverse
environment.
Useful phone numbers you should have available include your family veterinarian and the
ASPCA poison control hotline, (888) 426-4435.
WPCAS • Nov. 2020
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GIVING SECOND
CHANCES CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
by Eric Shumar
We are so excited to see our new Medical
Surgical Building taking shape! I hope you all are
as excited as we are. We are antsy with
excitement!
We have officially began moving in! We now have our equipment being installed and set up for the building! Counter tops and
cabinets should be finished next week. All painting and drywall will be done as well. Office furniture will be arriving and put into
place. Flooring is complete throughout building as well as all tile work. Electronic scanning door readers will be mounted so that
the building is secured for employee access. Computer monitors for student viewing of surgery rooms are ordered and will be
mounted to a wall so a class can be taught in the treatment room while the veterinarians operate in a sterile operating room.
Glass swinging doors between rooms are also being completed this week. Expecting a final walk-through inspection with
architect management group late next week.

Giv
ea

Floor Plan and Digital sketch of what the building will look like.
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HOW YOU CAN
HELP
by Ashley Woolnough
Volunteers Are What Makes Us Great! The mission
of the Weatherford Parker Animal Shelter
(WPCAS) is to improve the bonds between humans
and their animals through effective outreach and
exceptional customer service to our community.
We encourage the active involvement of
volunteers at all levels of our agency.

Volunteers work in partnership with staff to improve the bonds between humans and animals, increase the number of animals
with loving homes, keep the community safe, and offer a municipal service of excellence to our community.
The WPCAS Volunteer Program Volunteers are involved to help promote animal awareness within the community and to
educate the public about responsible pet care, ownership and safety for and around animals. Volunteers also make it possible
to provide opportunities for residents to interact with animals at WPCAS and help guide families through the adoption process.
Because volunteers interact with animals in our care on a regular basis, they can offer meaningful insight into the personality
and behavior of the animal, which helps the public make informed choices. Ultimately, volunteers help us find
compatible homes for as many animals as possible. Volunteer Positions are now open! We are currently recruiting for the
following two positions:

1. Animal Care Team

2. Customer Care Team

3.

Welcome Team

Anyone age 16 and older is welcome to apply! For as little as four hours a month, you can make a BIG difference in the life of an
animal in need. Take this opportunity to invest in a cause you believe in!

GET

STARTED

IN

FOUR

EASY

STEPS!

Step 1: Complete your online
application.
Step 2: Watch the 4 online training
modules.
Step 3: Sign up and attend an InPerson Orientation
Step 4: Submit your background check
After that, we will help you get plugged
in right away!

WPCAS • Nov. 2020
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HAPPY TAILS
by Ashley Woolnough
Kelli Norton with Weatherford Dog ranch came by to
help out with dogs one day and said who do you want
me to foster? Our volunteer, Deb, told her Buster
because his little girlfriend that he was bonded to was
adopted and he was grieving. She fostered Buster until
transport to Nova Scotia, Canada. The requirement for
adoption was that he have another little female doggy
companion. Well he did. She even looks just like the
female he grieved over. Buster and his new girlfriend
are inseparable and always have to be touching each
other. Buster goes for romps on the beach regularly,
sometimes in a sweater jacket as it can be pretty cold
there. He likes to talk and tell you all about his day or
about the mood he’s in. He, and Sandra Dee, his new
BFF, dressed up like the cool pups they are for
Halloween. He recently had to have some teeth pulled
so he’s receiving some “healing” treatment. Busters
family is so devoted to him, life is wonderful!

Happy Tailz
my friend!
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OPERATIONS
UPDATE

BREAKDOWN

Springtown
7.7%

Weatherford
22%

by Ashley Woolnough
Hudson Oaks
2%

During the month of October, we accomplished a Live
Release Rate of 98% and were able to help a total of 559
animals. Our animals averaged a length of stay of 8.62
average days an animal is in the shelter. Our medical team
provided a total of 375 spays and neuters for animals in our
care, aiding in reducing the numbers of unwanted litters in
our community.

Parker Co.
67.2%

The shelter is currently undergoing strategic planning to develop our 2020 goals for the year and beyond,
however, our continued dedication to excellence for our community, citizens, pets and cities will continue to be
held with our utmost regard. Our three main goals for Shelter Operations are:
1.

Balance Public Safety with our Live Release Rate

2.

Build a Cohesive Team

3.

Improve Pet Ownership

Below are status updates on shelter operations:
The shelter is still practicing measures to keep our staff, volunteers and our communities safe from COVID19. The shelter is taking the following measures for the foreseeable future:
The shelter has re-opened to the public, however, due to low staffing at this time, we have changed our
hours to:
Tuesday through Saturday 11:00 am to 4:00 pm, we are currently no longer open until 6:00 pm on
Wednesdays and Fridays
TNR surgeries on Wednesdays and Fridays only, drop off between 8:30 and 9:00 am
We are still limiting the number of visitors in our kennels and building at one time, and are currently providing
most services via curbside
We have resumed normal Animal Control and Shelter Services
We have opened our volunteer program back up and volunteers are welcome to help during scheduled time
frames
In following national recommendations in regards to precautions related to COVID-19, all feral/community
cats brought in by the public will be sterilized and returned as a TNR cat. We will not accept
feral/community cats unless the citizen agrees to TNR the cat. Our Barn Cat program will continue, we
expect feral cats to enter this part of the shelter due to special situations. ·
We have currently pulled an animal control officer to assist with customers in the front office due to an
open position we have not been able to fill.
WPCAS • Nov. 2020
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Welcome Team
This month we wanted to spotlight a new volunteer
opportunity! Our WELCOME TEAM! We are
currently recruiting for volunteers to join our
Welcome Team! These volunteers help with the
volunteer on-boarding process to make our new
volunteers feel welcome and well prepared! Who
doesn't like meeting a friendly and welcoming
person right off the bat when starting something
new!?

EMPLOYEE
SPOTLIGHT
Meet Adam!
Meet Adam! Adam is a member of the
Weatherford Parker County Animal
Shelter and is one of the Animal Care
Technicians who care for each dog and
cat at the shelter daily. Adam loves
animals and has been a fantastic addition
to our shelter family!
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CAT OF THE MONTH
Meet Tye!
Tye is a spiffy tuxedo domestic short
haired kitty who is very prim and
proper with the heart of a kitten!

DOG OF THE MONTH
Meet Nocona!
Nocona is a beautiful spayed pitty mix
who is just adorable. She is sweet and
playful, doing well with people and
other pets. Nocona came in with her
buddy, Midland. Both are looking for
their furever home!
Weatherford Parker County Animal Shelter's adoption fees are $100 for female dogs, $90 for male dogs, and
$50 for cats. Animals 5 years and older, or labeled as special needs/urgent animals are only $25 to adopt! Each
adoption includes spay/neuter, core vaccinations, rabies, and a microchip. Please don't be sad if you find they
have been adopted, there are many more animals here looking for their furever home and would love to be a
part of your family!

RECOGNITION FOR SUPPORT

Huge 'Thank You' to our new friends at
Venue Nine-Twenty for this awesome
donation over the weekend! They held
a party and asked for donations to
Weatherford Parker Co. Animal Shelter.
How cool is that? Great idea and our
animals thank you for the food and
money you donated!
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