THE WOOFINGTON POST
Weatherford Parker County Animal Shelter Newsletter

WELCOME
by Ashley Woolnough
The Weatherford Parker County Animal Shelter
would like to welcome you to read our monthly
newsletter, the Woofington Post.
We hope you find this newsletter fun,
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informative and enjoyable. In this newsletter
you will find: Happy Tails, Upcoming Events,
Staff and Volunteer Spotlights, Norman's Nook,
How YOU Can Help, Statistics for the Shelter,
Opportunities to Volunteer, Operational Update,
Pets of the Month, Recognition for Supporting
the Shelter and more!

We are glad you're
here, reading
all about WPCAS!

We hope you enjoy reading this as much as we
have enjoyed putting it together!
Remember: Give a Second Chance and Adopt,
Don't Shop!
WPCAS • Dec. 2020
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UPCOMING EVENTS
December through
January 2nd is Home
for the HOWLidays!
Help us celebrate by adopting a dog
or cat for only $10! Spay/Neuter,
basic vaccines, microchip, flea/tick
prevention, and dewormer is
included!
Let's get every pet here a home for
the Holidays!

If you would like WPCAS to attend your event, please email
animals@weatherfordtx.gov to discuss opportunities and availability.

Join us in our Comfort
and Joy Donation
Drive!
Help us make this year's Holidays
extra special by donating lots of fun
enrichment toys, blankets, food, and
treats for our pets to play with this
holiday season!
WPCAS • Dec. 2020

Page 2

WOOFINGTON POST

VOL. 1

December 15, 2020

Issue 12

EVENT CALENDAR
December 2020
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Looking to spread some
comfort and joy this
Holiday season? The
shelter is always
accepting blankets for
our shelter pets!
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Free Microchip Clinic for
Parker Co. Residents with the
donation of pet food!
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Norman's Nook
by Emily Laszczak
Dear Norman,
This is the time of year that I love
spending with friends and family,
especially while baking! Do you
have any good treat recipes?
Love, Merry Treatmas
Dear Merry Treatmas,
This is my favorite Christmas Cookie dog treats recipe!
2 cups whole wheat flour (or, if your dog has wheat sensitivity, switch it for another flour)
1.5 teaspoons baking powder
1/3 cup peanut butter (smooth, crunchy, doesn’t matter)
1 cup hot water
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Line a baking sheet with parchment paper or a silicone baking mat;
set aside. In the bowl of an electric mixer fitted with the paddle attachment, beat pumpkin puree,
peanut butter and eggs on medium-high until well combined, about 1-2 minutes. Gradually add 2 1/2
cups flour at low speed, beating just until incorporated. Add an additional 1/4 cup flour at a time just
until the dough is no longer sticky. Working on a lightly floured surface, knead the dough 3-4 times
until it comes together. Using a rolling pin, roll the dough to 1/4-inch thickness. Using cookie
cutters, cut out desired shapes and place onto the prepared baking sheet. Place into oven and bake
until the edges are golden brown, about 20-25 minutes. Let cool completely.
Love, Norman

Want to ask Norman a question?
Send him an email at
animals@weatherfordtx.gov
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COLD WEATHER
CARE
by Dr. Ron Epps, DVM

An old Texas saying goes, “If you don’t like the weather, wait a minute.” That couldn’t be truer than this holiday season.
One day it’s in the 70’s and we’re in short sleeves, the next day temperatures are dipping into the 30’s and we’re lighting
our fireplaces. The fluctuation in temps is hard on us but, can also be hard on our four-legged companions.
Our animals come equipped with natural fur coats that help insulate them from the heat in the summer and the cold in
the winter. However, when it gets really cold, they can have a hard time regulating their body temperature. Young
animals’ have not fully developed the ability to control their body temps and our older guys, much like us, can have
arthritis or slowed
metabolisms making it difficult to move, warm up, or get comfortable when cold.
During the cold weather an animal’s body has to work harder to maintain normal body temperature and keep from
getting cold. The animal’s body requires more energy to do this and it won’t hurt to increase the amount of food you
provide to meet the increased energy requirements. But be careful not to overfeed or provide extra food for extended
periods of time.
Animals who routinely live outside will need to be able to get out of the wind and off the ground. Make sure your pet’s
shelter blocks the cold north wind and provide lots of blankets or towels so your pet can get off the ground. Make sure
to check that their water supply has not iced over and if the thermometer drops to freezing or below it’s best to bring
pets inside.
A good rule of thumb is that if something like the weather affects us adversely it is also going to affect our pets. They
count on us to take care of them and it’s our responsibility to make sure we do everything we can to keep them safe and
warm.
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GIVING SECOND
CHANCES CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN

by Eric Shumar

The Rees-Jones Foundation Medical and Surgical Center
has a scheduled final walk-through of December 18th. All
inspections have been passed by the contractor this past
week which included plumbing, electrical and HVAC.
Office furniture and equipment has arrived and will be
setup in the lobby and office after the building has its
final clean the weekend of December 5th.
The surgery prep room has four wet tables installed and operational. The surgery room glass doors are installed and swing
either directions for ease of use once in operation. Every window in the building have sunshades to assist in keeping the
building cool during the heat of summer.
Here are the remaining items needed before WPCAS can begin working out of the building: Surgical lights installed in surgery
rooms, Scavenger gas system finalized, Building passed for Occupy Permit (this means we’re allowed in the building safely).
We’re so close to the finish we can taste victory! Thank you so much to all the donors who have contributed to this project
and continue to contribute to make this dream a possibility. We know this has been a long process but it’s almost complete
and ready for a grand opening.

Giv
ea

Floor Plan and Digital sketch of what the building will look like.
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HOW YOU CAN
HELP
by Ashley Woolnough
Volunteers Are What Makes Us Great! The
mission of the Weatherford Parker Animal
Shelter (WPCAS) is to improve the bonds
between humans and their animals through
effective outreach and exceptional customer
service to our community. We encourage the
active involvement of volunteers at all levels of
our agency.

Volunteers work in partnership with staff to improve the bonds between humans and animals, increase the number of animals
with loving homes, keep the community safe, and offer a municipal service of excellence to our community.
The WPCAS Volunteer Program Volunteers are involved to help promote animal awareness within the community and to
educate the public about responsible pet care, ownership and safety for and around animals. Volunteers also make it possible
to provide opportunities for residents to interact with animals at WPCAS and help guide families through the adoption process.
Because volunteers interact with animals in our care on a regular basis, they can offer meaningful insight into the personality
and behavior of the animal, which helps the public make informed choices. Ultimately, volunteers help us find
compatible homes for as many animals as possible. Volunteer Positions are now open! We are currently recruiting for the
following two positions:

1. Animal Care Team

2. Customer Care Team

3.

Welcome Team

4. PetCo Cat Team

Anyone age 16 and older is welcome to apply! For as little as four hours a month, you can make a BIG difference in the life of an
animal in need. Take this opportunity to invest in a cause you believe in!

GET

STARTED

IN

FOUR

EASY

STEPS!

Step 1: Complete your online
application.
Step 2: Watch the 4 online training
modules.
Step 3: Sign up and attend an InPerson Orientation
Step 4: Submit your background check
After that, we will help you get plugged
in right away!
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HAPPY TAILS
by Emily Laszczak
We all have a favorite breed... and for our Animal
Control Officer, Chris, it's Boxers. So, when this little
boy came in, he immediately caught Chris' eye. Apollo
came into the shelter on September 3rd, and was
around 8 months old. Boy, did he have a personality!
After his stray hold was up, Chris and his wife came up
and adopted this little bundle of joy, and took him
home to meet Hercules, their older boxer. Chris says
that he is, "the equivalent of the class clown. Every
single thing he does makes you smile or laugh." You
scored big, Apollo! Congrats on getting the best home
possible!

Happy Tailz
my friend!
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OPERATIONS
UPDATE

BREAKDOWN

Springtown
3.7%

Weatherford
22.2%

Hudson Oaks
1.3%

by Ashley Woolnough
During the month of November, we accomplished a Live
Release Rate of 97% and were able to help a total of 477
animals. Our animals averaged a length of stay of 11.9
average days an animal is in the shelter. Our medical
team provided a total of 349 spays and neuters for
animals in our care, aiding in reducing the numbers of

Parker Co.
70.7%

unwanted litters in our community.

Overall Operations Update:
The shelter is currently undergoing strategic planning to develop our 2020 goals for the year and beyond,
however, our continued dedication to excellence for our community, citizens, pets and cities will continue to
be held with our utmost regard.
Our three main goals for Shelter Operations is:
1.

Balance Public Safety with our Live Release Rate

2.

Build a Cohesive Team

3.

Improve Pet Ownership

Below are status updates on shelter operations:
The shelter is still practicing measures to keep our staff, volunteers and our communities safe from COVID19. The shelter is taking the following measures for the foreseeable future:
o

The shelter is currently open to the public Tuesday through Saturday, 11am to 4pm.
- TNR surgeries on Wednesdays and Fridays only, drop off between 8:30 and 9:00 am and pick up
between 3:00 and 3:30 pm.

o

We have resumed normal Animal Control and Shelter Services

o

We are recruiting volunteers once again for our volunteer program

o

In following national recommendations regarding precautions related to COVID-19, all

feral/community cats brought in by the public will be sterilized and returned as a TNR cat. We will not
accept feral/community cats unless the citizen agrees to TNR the cat. Our Barn Cat program will continue,
we expect feral cats to enter this part of the shelter due to special situations.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Meet Emily!
Emily has been a volunteer for over 6 1/2 years now!
She spends most of her time in the office, in
customer service, helping in intake, managing social
media, and everything else in between! Outside of
the shelter, she works at a local non profit animal
rescue, and spends any free time she has with her
friends and family.

EMPLOYEE
SPOTLIGHT
Meet our Animal Control
Officers!
Jeff, Joe, and Chris are our amazing
ACO's! They cover the city limits of
Weatherford, Hudson Oaks, Willow Park,
and Aledo! They are all insanely
hardworking, honest, and dedicated men
and we are so lucky to have them!
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CAT OF THE MONTH
Meet Howie!
Howie is a gorgeous 5 year old kitty
that has been here at the shelter
since Nov. 17th, so he is ready for his
new home! What a beaut!

DOG OF THE MONTH
Meet Ruger!
Ruger says it’s cold outside. Snuggling
with a rescue dog will warm up your
heart and your body and Ruger would
happily volunteer for the job. He’s 4
years old and about 60 pounds. He
knows sit, shake, and down. He may be
picky on his doggie friends so bring
yours for a meet and greet to make sure
it’s a good fit.
Weatherford Parker County Animal Shelter's adoption fees are $100 for female dogs, $90 for male dogs,
and $50 for cats. Animals 5 years and older, or labeled as special needs/urgent animals are only $25 to
adopt! Each adoption includes spay/neuter, core vaccinations, rabies, and a microchip. Please don't be
sad if you find they have been adopted, there are many more animals here looking for their furever
home and would love to be a part of your family!

RECOGNITION FOR SUPPORT
We want to give a special shout out to
Highway Hounds, Sandi, Susan, and
Kim, for their help with our Microchip
Clinic hosted last week! These ladies
jumped in and helped us with customer
service and getting these pets
microchipped and registered! Thank
you ladies for all your help!
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