THE WOOFINGTON POST
Weatherford Parker County Animal Shelter Newsletter

WELCOME
by Ashley Woolnough
The Weatherford Parker County Animal Shelter
would like to welcome you to read our monthly
newsletter, the Woofington Post.
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We hope you find this newsletter fun,
informative and enjoyable. In this newsletter
you will find: Happy Tails, Upcoming Events,
Staff and Volunteer Spotlights, Norman's Nook,
How YOU Can Help, Statistics for the Shelter,
Opportunities to Volunteer, Operational Update,
Pets of the Month, Recognition for Supporting
the Shelter and more!

We are glad you're
here, reading
all about WPCAS!

We hope you enjoy reading this as much as we
have enjoyed putting it together!
Remember: Give a Second Chance and Adopt,
Don't Shop!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
February First Monday
Trade Days
WPCAS will be at Heritage Park for
the First Monday Trade Days on
January 30th from 10am to 3pm
pending weather.
Let's get every pet here a great home!
Adoptions at our offsite events are
only $25!

If you would like WPCAS to attend your event, please email
animals@weatherfordtx.gov to discuss opportunities and availability.

1/15: National Hat Day
1/21: National Hugging Day
1/22: Answer Your Cat's Questions Day
1/24: Peanut Butter Day and Belly
Laugh Day
WPCAS • Jan. 2021
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Norman's Nook
by Emily Laszczak
Dear Norman,
It has been so cold! I have some barn cats
that I want to make sure have a nice,
warm place to sleep. I've also noticed
some community cats that I'm worried
about as well. What's the best little DIY
home I can make for them?
Sincerely,
Frozen at Midnight

Dear Frozen at Midnight,
You are so sweet wanting to help your community cats! Here are some tips on making your own
outdoor cat shelter!
I always recommend starting with a styrofoam bin, or a plastic storage tub with a lid. In this case,
straw is going to be your best insulator, and it's best to keep the shelter a few inches off of the
ground. When you cut an opening for the cat, keep it pretty small. This will not only help keep
warmth in, but predators out. The cat should only need about 6 inches to comfortably get in and out
of the shelter. You can also place some rocks on the top of the bin to prevent the wind from blowing
it over.
Hope this helps!
Love, Norman

Want to ask Norman a question?
Send him an email at
animals@weatherfordtx.gov
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GIVING SECOND
CHANCES CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN

by Eric Shumar

The Rees-Jones Medical and Surgical Center is very close
to opening day. The final permits are arriving this week,
Occupancy Permit and Substantial Completion, meaning
we are so near to moving more surgical equipment and
medical supplies into the rooms.

The only remaining tasks needed before shelter staff moves in are some cosmetic touch-ups and final clean of rooms. This
past week we received our complete Xray table in the Radiation Room. This table comes with computers to instantly display
the Xray images as soon as they are taken. The images are stored digitally and can be sent to all computers in the building for
teaching or diagnosing purpose. The day following our Xray machine, we received the Dental Xray unit, which is mobile and
resembles a human dental Xray in the component that takes the images. This too has a computer system to store images and
then share across our network. Both of these pieces of vital medical equipment are directly from our partnership with the
Weatherford College and we are so happy to have them apart of this building.
The last few medical purchases are arriving and being installed this week. One of which is a CBC blood analyzer unit which
the college has added to the building. Another is a vital monitoring machine with monitor to show students every vital of an
animal as it is worked on in the surgical room. The Shelter has a new walk-on dog scale to install as well as standing dog
kennels for our dog holding room.
Overall this project is almost complete. The final touch of outdoor landscaping will be taken care of by the City of
Weatherford and will also be started next week.
Grand opening will be announced once we are in the building and operating on animals daily. We’d love to show the public
our newest addition to the shelter and want you to see it with everything in place.
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HOW YOU CAN
HELP
by Ashley Woolnough
Volunteers Are What Makes Us Great! The
mission of the Weatherford Parker Animal
Shelter (WPCAS) is to improve the bonds
between humans and their animals through
effective outreach and exceptional customer
service to our community. We encourage the
active involvement of volunteers at all levels of
our agency.

Volunteers work in partnership with staff to improve the bonds between humans and animals, increase the number of animals
with loving homes, keep the community safe, and offer a municipal service of excellence to our community.
The WPCAS Volunteer Program Volunteers are involved to help promote animal awareness within the community and to
educate the public about responsible pet care, ownership and safety for and around animals. Volunteers also make it possible
to provide opportunities for residents to interact with animals at WPCAS and help guide families through the adoption process.
Because volunteers interact with animals in our care on a regular basis, they can offer meaningful insight into the personality
and behavior of the animal, which helps the public make informed choices. Ultimately, volunteers help us find
compatible homes for as many animals as possible. Volunteer Positions are now open! We are currently recruiting for the
following two positions:

1. Animal Care Team

2. Customer Care Team

3.

Welcome Team

4. PetCo Cat Team

Anyone age 16 and older is welcome to apply! For as little as four hours a month, you can make a BIG difference in the life of an
animal in need. Take this opportunity to invest in a cause you believe in!
Orientations scheduled for: February 4th and February 20th
GET

STARTED

IN

FOUR

EASY

STEPS!

Step 1: Complete your online
application.
Step 2: Watch the 4 online training
modules.
Step 3: Sign up and attend an InPerson Orientation
Step 4: Submit your background check
After that, we will help you get plugged
in right away!
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HAPPY TAILS
by Emily Laszczak
We all have a favorite breed... and for our Animal
Control Officer, Chris, it's Boxers. So, when this little
boy came in, he immediately caught Chris' eye. Apollo
came into the shelter on September 3rd, and was
around 8 months old. Boy, did he have a personality!
After his stray hold was up, Chris and his wife came up
and adopted this little bundle of joy, and took him
home to meet Hercules, their older boxer. Chris says
that he is, "the equivalent of the class clown. Every
single thing he does makes you smile or laugh." You
scored big, Apollo! Congrats on getting the best home
possible!

Happy Tailz
my friend!
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OPERATIONS
UPDATE

BREAKDOWN

Springtown
3.7%

Weatherford
22.2%

Hudson Oaks
1.3%

by Ashley Woolnough
During the month of December, we accomplished a Live
Release Rate of 97% and were able to help a total of 457
animals (1493 so far, this fiscal year). Our animals
averaged a length of stay of 8.17 average days an animal
is in the shelter. Our medical team provided a total of
334 spays and neuters for animals in our care, aiding in

Parker Co.
70.7%

reducing the numbers of unwanted litters in our
community.

Overall Operations Update:
The shelter is currently undergoing strategic planning to develop our goals for the year and beyond, however,
our continued dedication to excellence for our community, citizens, pets and cities will continue to be held
with our utmost regard.
Our three main goals for Shelter Operations is:
1.

Balance Public Safety with our Live Release Rate

2.

Build a Cohesive Team

3.

Improve Pet Ownership

Below are status updates on shelter operations:
The shelter is still practicing measures to keep our staff, volunteers and our communities safe from COVID19. The shelter is taking the following measures for the foreseeable future:
o

The shelter is currently open to the public Tuesday through Saturday, 11am to 4pm.
- TNR surgeries on Wednesdays and Fridays only, drop off between 8:30 and 9:00 am and pick up
between 3:00 and 3:30 pm.

o

We have resumed normal Animal Control and Shelter Services

o

We are recruiting volunteers once again for our volunteer program

o

In following national recommendations regarding precautions related to COVID-19, all

feral/community cats brought in by the public will be sterilized and returned as a TNR cat. We will not
accept feral/community cats unless the citizen agrees to TNR the cat. Our Barn Cat program will continue,
we expect feral cats to enter this part of the shelter due to special situations.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Meet Brenda!
Brenda has been a volunteer for over three years
now! She helps out in any way she can around here.
She walks and spends time with the dogs, helps in
the office, aids the public, and so much more! She
makes our days so much brighter and we are so
thankful to have her as a part of team!

EMPLOYEE
SPOTLIGHT
Meet Dr. Ronald Epps!
Dr. Epps is one of our veterinarians that
is contracted with the Weatherford
Parker County Animal Shelter to oversee
the health and well-being of all animals
in our care. Dr. Epps is extremely
knowledgeable in small animal medicine
as well as shelter medicine. We are so
thankful to have him as a part of our
team!
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CAT OF THE MONTH
Meet Puma!
Puma is a handsome 8 year old kitty,
who has been here since Jan 2nd,
and is ready for his new home!

DOG OF THE MONTH
Meet Major!
Major is a male Heeler mix that has been
here at the shelter since Dec 17. This
sweet boy is super laid back, and seems
to get along with other doggie friends.
He can't wait to meet you!

Weatherford Parker County Animal Shelter's adoption fees are $100 for female dogs, $90 for male dogs,
and $50 for cats. Animals 5 years and older, or labeled as special needs/urgent animals are only $25 to
adopt! Each adoption includes spay/neuter, core vaccinations, rabies, and a microchip. Please don't be
sad if you find they have been adopted, there are many more animals here looking for their furever
home and would love to be a part of your family!

RECOGNITION FOR SUPPORT
What a remarkable surprise for our dogs
and cats at the shelter. An anonymous
donor dropped off an unexpected $10,000
donation! If you are interested in donating
to our Giving Second Chances Campaign
please reach out to us through email or by
calling our office anytime.
Email- animals@weatherfordtx.gov
Phone- 817-598-4111
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